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schools. The religious majority would inevitably crush the 
minority out of existence." Mr. Willson must know that this 
is far from the truth. The Protestant minority of Quebec are 
conceded every right both as to their primary and secondary 
schools, and there is no "crushing" whatever done. It were 
well indeed if the Catholic minority of Ontario were permitted 
to enjoy the same rights. 

Mr. Willson's biography of Lord Strathcona is, in the main, 
judicial and honest. He orders his facts well and his style is 
both clear and graphic. He has given us an excellent Life of one 
of the greatest of Imperial Canadians. 



A Retrospect: Three Score Years and Ten, Sisters, Servants of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. By a Member of the 
Congregation. New York: Benziger Bros., 1916. Pp. 190. 

For seventy years the Catholic Church in the United States 
has been blessed in this Community of teaching Sisters who 
have done their work in the parochial schools unobtrusively and 
successfully. Like so many other wonderful things the old 
world has given to America, the conception of this Community 
came from a son of Catholic Belgium. Father Louis Florent 
Gilet, their Founder, was born in Antwerp, January 12, 1813. 
His family was one of aflOiuence in that rich city of Flemish 
burghers, and it numbered among its members St. John Berchmans 
of the neighboring city of Diest. The young Gilet studied at 
Liege and Louvain, and then joined the Redemptorists at St. 
Trond, in which city so many young Americans sent over to 
Belgium in the 'sixties and 'seventies studied. He was ordained 
to the priesthood in 1838, and in 1842 was sent to America, 
where he speedily became Superior of the Missions in Michigan. 

Father Gilet selected the town of Monroe as the best place to 
establish the central house of these Redemptorist Missions. In 
1844 he determined to establish a Community of religious 
teachers in Monroe, and the first one to enter the old log-house 
he had chosen as a Convent was Sister Celestine (Teresa 
Renauld) , of Grosse Pointe. Two new candidates from Baltimore 
arrived and, before a year had passed, the little Community 
consisted of four nuns, one of them a sister of the Mayor of 
Monroe, with Sister Teresa Maxis as Superioress. Fifty years 
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afterwards, writing from the Royal Abbey of Notre Dame, 
Hautecombe, Savoy, Father Gilet speaks of himself at the time 
of the foundation: "In truth, your Founder — for the work was 
commenced by me — what was he? A young priest, full of zeal 
for the truth, but without experience in God's ways; without 
resources. However, notwithstanding such a feeble instrument, 
what constitutes your glory is the fact that by a continual corre- 
spondence with grace and your perseverance in the midst of 
difficulties, I might say hourly sacrifices, you are elevated to the 
eminence which you hold today, and which has made of your 
Community one of the brightest ornaments of the Church in 
the United States." 

After being Superior of the Redemptorists at Monroe for 
four years. Father Gilet was recalled to Baltimore in 1847, and 
later returned to Europe, where, after a short time, he was sent 
to South America as a missionary. The call to a life of contem- 
plation seems to have abided with him from his ordination, and 
in 1851 Father Gilet joined the Cistercians at Avignon, and 
died at Hautecombe, Savoy, November 14, 1892. The Com- 
munity had first been named by Father Gilet, "Sisters of Provi- 
dence," but at the suggestion of his successor, Father Smulders, 
C.SS.R., they were placed under the special patronage of the 
Immaculate Conception, and so were named henceforth "Sister 
Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary." The primary 
object of the members of this now widespread Congregation is 
to assure their own sanctification by seclusion from the world and 
by the practice of religious observances. The secondary object 
is the education of youth, the care of orphans and of destitute 
children. 

Father Gilet laid the foundation of the Immaculate Heart 
Sisters, as they are popularly called, upon the Rule which St. 
Alphonsus bequeathed to his own Congregation — the Rule which 
emphasizes charity, humility and simplicity as its own particular 
virtues to be acquired; and all who know the Sisters know how 
wonderfully that spirit has been perpetuated during the past 
three-quarters of a century. 

On January 15, 1846, they opened their first parochial school — 
in Detroit, and the next morning. Father Gilet and the nuns were 
delighted to find the two schoolrooms in the old log-house they 
had acquired filled with eager, happy children. During the first 
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eight years of its existence (1845-53), the Community received 
but two Sisters in addition to the four original members, but from 
1853 onwards vocations began to flow into their Convent. 
Under the gentle guidance of the Redemptorists, among whom 
was the saintly Father Poilvache, whose "cause" for beatification 
is being favorably advanced in Rome, the Sisters began schools in 
the different parishes around Monroe. Difficulties of every sort 
surrounded them in their work, notably the lack of spiritual 
direction in 1855-57, when the Redemptorists were all recalled 
to Baltimore and the Diocese of Michigan suffered from lack of 
priests; but nobly they battled on against odds which would 
have been the death of any society built with human hands, and 
after 1857 their works began to spread, not only in Michigan but 
in the East. Their first convent outside of Michigan was that 
at Silver Lake, Susquehanna County, Pa., in 1858. Later 
foundations were made at Reading, and later at West Chester, 
now the Mother House of the Sisters in the Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia. In 1871 a Mother House and Novitiate were 
estabhshed at Scranton, Pa. The entire Order has reached 
nearly 1,600 Professed Sisters, and it has 50,000 pupils enrolled 
in its various schools. 

Two persons deserve special commendation for this valuable 
addition to the literature of American Catholic history — the 
writer and the publisher. The writer — anonymous — ^has pre- 
sented us of this later day with a vivid picture of the history of 
the Congregation, and has described that story with skill, charm, 
and exceptional modesty. Written in a style far superior to 
most books of this kind, and keeping the lofty ideals of the Com- 
munity ever before the reader's eyes, this Retrospect is something 
more than a historical account; it is a spiritual book wherein all 
can read the mysterious designs of God in His Church in America. 
There is a consolation about the success which has followed this 
remarkable body of women; and with such servants at her 
command, Mother Church need not fear for the future of her 
schools in the country. The publisher, too, has expended no 
little skill in making the work artistic; and in this, also, there is a 
marked divergence from the usual style employed. Every pupil 
of the Sister Servants of the Immaculate Heart ought to possess 
a copy of this book. 



